
 

 

 
PA 64 with Video or Karaoke 
 
In the past, playing video with your PA system or offering Karaoke in vans and busses, wasn’t 
impossible… but it wasn’t super easy.  Luckily today, the ability to play video from tablets and 
phones into many aftermarket stereos is MUCH easier.  The downside is, because vehicle 
manufacturers have integrated other functions into the factory stereo, it’s often difficult or ill 
advised to make the change to an aftermarket stereo. 
 

That said, here are 2 fairly simple ways to allow video to be added to vans or minibuses. 
 
System Planning 
Whether your vehicle has an OEM sound system or you chose to change to an aftermarket 
stereo, you’ll need a way to amplify the sound track of your recording and introduce your voice 
through a mic.  The PA 64 is the starting point, it is installed between the output of the stereo 
and the existing speakers in your vehicle allowing you to mix the video sound and your voice.  
Just set the “Audio Mute” knob on the front of the PA 64 and it controls the volume of the music 
that plays (or not) when the mic is turned on. 
 
Aftermarket Stereo – Diagram 1 
Before you buy your new fancy stereo, make sure you go to a reputable store that also does 
onsite installations and explain these points; 

1. Your plan of playing video from your device (phone or tablet), through the stereo, with a 
video monitor in the rear. 

2. That you’ll be using a PA 64 as the sound - mic interface.  If they are not already 
knowledgeable about the PA 64, please have them give us a call 1 888 724-5351 so we 
can bring them up to speed how it will work into your master plan. 

3. Show them the video files on your device and make sure they can easily connect and play 
the video and sound on that stereo you’re looking to buy. 

4. Discuss with them what type of video screens and how many you want to mount.  
Common options are 1 x larger screen mounted behind the driver, possibly a few fold 
down screens?  I’m sure they can supply those too. 

5. Confirm the quality of the video feed from the stereo to the screens.  Are they planning 
to use high quality HDMI (which is advisable) or the lower quality Composite Video RCA 
connections?  This will decide the sharpness of the picture. 

6. So the basic concept is, the new stereo plays your video, the sound flows through the PA 
64 on the way to your speakers.  The new stereo also feeds video to your monitors.  
Connect your mic to the PA 64 and now your guest can enjoy the video AND you can talk 
at the same time! 

7. It sounds pretty simple… and it is. 
 
 



 

 
 
OEM – Factory Sound System - Diagram 2 
Most factory stereos these days not only play music, but control many functions in the vehicle, 
like the heater controls and tell you when to get service, so changing the stereo isn’t always the 
best idea.  Instead of replacing the stereo, the PA 64 is designed to be installed into a factory 
stereo system between the stereo and the speakers giving you a microphone interface. 
 

Since the factory stereo doesn’t have a video input, you need to connect your phone or tablet 
directly into the video monitor using HDMI.  Both Apple and Android offer a HDMI cable 
adaptors, then you can play video directly from your device.  Next is getting the sound out of 
your monitor into the stereo. 
 

Because the PA 64 has both RCA and AUX audio input connections, the factory stereo is 
connected through the RCA sockets and the sound from your video monitor is connected using 
the AUX input sockets.  Now whether you are listening to the stereo or watching video, the 
sound plays from your speakers and you can talk at the same time. 
 

There are three very important parts to this; 
1. NEVER USE A HOME TV that is powered by 110V AC… Always use a 12V video monitor!  

Yes… you can buy inverters to convert from 12V to 110, but they will almost always cause 
noise issues with the sound.  There are many companies online that offer a range of 12V 
monitors in screen sizes. 

2. Make sure the monitor has at least 1x HDMI input. 
3. Also that the video monitor has either a headphone or RCA audio output.  This way you 

can take the sound out of the monitor and connect it into the PA 64. 
 
Karaoke with Video vs. Playing General Video 
Karaoke is not any different to what we listed above, the same rules apply using an aftermarket 
stereo or a factory one.  Karaoke video files can be a bit different, so it’s always best to test that 
your Karaoke files are happy playing with the stereo you want to buy.  Or if you plan to use 
Diagram 2 with a monitor, test them from your device through HDMI into your home TV.  If it 
plays at home, you’re good to go with a monitor. 
 
Important Reminders 

 Always use 12V video monitors, not a 110V TV. 
 Confirm the format of video files you have, will play from your device on your future 

aftermarket stereo or your new video monitor.  ASK before you pay any money! 
 Adding video is not much more difficult than playing music on tour.  The PA 64 is the easy 

interface that allows you to talk into your stereo and control the sound automatically, just 
by turning on the microphone. 

 Some Car Audio Installation stores are open to new concepts… some are not.  If you hear 
anyone say “that won’t work, or you need to buy more stuff” politely walk away and find 
another installer.  We have LOTS of info on our site including wiring diagrams. 

 We have a list of many installers that have done these installations and we are also happy 
to offer direction with product choices as well.  So if you have ANY questions, please give 
us a call 1 888 724-5351.   
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